
CONANN: 
An Online Biomedical 

Concept Annotator

Lawrence H. Reeve

Hyoil Han

Drexel University

http://dils07.cis.upenn.edu/index.htm


2

Presentation Overview

ÂBackground

ÂMotivation

ÂApproach

ÂEvaluation Methodology

ÂResults



3

Motivation

Â ôPerfect Stormõ of data, resources and applications:

Â Continuously updated data sources
Â National Library of Medicineõs PubMed: 

Â > 16 million publications from 5,000 biomedicine-related journals

Â U.S. National Institutes of Health Clinical Trials database

Â > 13,500 clinical trials

Â New / Frequently-updated ontologies
Â UMLS Metathesaurus, NCI Thesaurus

Â New ôonlineõ applications using annotations
Â Our focus is on text summarization in general biomedical domain
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Goals

1) Improve time-to-annotate performance over 

MetaMap Transfer

2) Have precision competitive with MetaMap 

Transfer

3) Improve concept annotation over existing 

annotators
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